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The Security Council  

 

On October 24th, 1945, the United Nations officially founded the Security Council, with its purpose 

being maintaining peace and security between countries all around the world. Originally the plan 

was for there to be 11 members, with 5 permanent ones and 6 that changed every 2 years. Later, in 

1965 the number of members was increased to 15 with 10 variating members now. The permanent 

members are The People’s Republic of China, The French Republic, The Russian Federation, The 

United Kingdom and The United States of America. The rotating countries are still changed every 2 

years. Currently the 10 members are The Kingdom of Belgium, The Dominican Republic, The 

Republic of Estonia, The Federal Republic of Germany, The Republic of Indonesia, The Republic of 

Niger, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, The Republic of South Africa, The Republic of Tunisia and 

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam.  

The Security Council plays a fundamental role in society nowadays, because of its many 

responsibilities and functions. First and foremost, the Council must investigate any situations that 

have the potential to develop into a conflict between organizations or countries. If a situation 

emerges, they must propose plans of action or establish systems that can solve the problem without 

there being aggression or military intervention. If the conflict is not solved through the diplomatic 

plans and other resources, the Council will take military action against the aggressors. 

So, I hope you understand the importance that the Security Council has in the UN and its impact on 

contemporary events. Through the debate and argumentative conversation that will be held during 

the commission the delegates will attempt to find solutions to the international situations 

happening nowadays that are affecting the wellbeing of society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL UN GOALS  

At the UN conference of Rio de Janeiro in 2012 there was a proposal to come up with a set of goals 

for all countries to follow to deal with the environmental and economic issues society is facing. 

These goals substituted the Millennium Goals which were established in the 2000s to fight back 

against poverty. These goals proved to be successful by achieving many milestones like the child 

mortality rate being halved, over a billion people being lifted out of poverty and a 50% increase in 

kids staying in school and not dropping out. There are 17 SDGs. Our commission has been tasked 

with focusing on the 10th goal, to reduce inequalities, to keep this in mind when debating.  

The Social UN goals we have are:  

1. No poverty: End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

2. Zero hunger: End hunger, achieve food security  

 

Topics of the commission 

1st topic: Iranian American Conflict 

The United States of America has a history of complicated and fragile relationships with other 

countries, sometimes the issues that appear are dealt with using diplomacy and avoiding any 

military intervention or harm to any people involved in the conflict.  

One of these faulty relations is the one with Iran. It all started around the 1950s because the British 

had control over the oil reserved in Iranian territory since early in the century. The people of Iran 

began to riot and complain about this, wanting to regain their natural resources and cut that 

involvement with Great Britain. Eventually, in 1953 the US government acted through the CIA to 

overthrow Iran’s government and replace the prime minister. The Iranian people did not appreciate 

the unnecessary involvement from the US and resented them for participating uncalled for. 

Years later in 1979 the Iranians mass protested in the streets because of the corrupt and illegitimate 

government in place. This causes the current “Shah”, or leader, to flee from the country and an 

Islamic scholar takes his place. The Shah that left the country was then admitted in the US to be 

treated for Cancer, and the people of his country acted. The US embassy in Iran was raided by the 

locals, and dozens of people are held hostage. Their demands were for the Shah to be extradited to 

Iran to answer for his crimes so justice may be served. This situation went on for over a year, 444 



days to be precise, until Iran decided to release them in exchange for their state assets being 

unfrozen. After this crisis, the US government cut all diplomatic relations with the country, and they 

still have not been restored to this day. Later, the war between Iraq and Iran in the 1980s fueled the 

fire even more since the US openly supported Iraq.  

This made the countries’ relationships tense, which led to situations like both sides shooting down 

commercial planes mistakenly thinking it was a terrorist attack. The most recent event here was the 

US military airstrike meant to kill Qasem Soleimani, Iran’s military general. This brought up questions 

and rumors about a possible third world war emerging from the conflict, but so far there has been 

no further development.  

 

 

2nd topic: Human Rights Violations due to COVID-19 

In November of 2019, the first case of Covid-19 was recorded and since then it has plagued the 

entire world as the global pandemic that still has not been stopped or controlled. Different 

approaches were taken by different countries and regions to maintain the population safe from the 

infection.  

The most common method of protection was quarantine, closing off most businesses and social 

spaces, asking people to stay at home and go out as little as possible. The issue with this comes with 

the effects of these measures on equality and certain groups of people. Some of the first signs of 

this came with the inability of governments to supply enough medical attention to all citizens with 

the increasing amount of infected people being interned at hospitals.  

As the pandemic continued more issues continued to surface online, prompting discussion and 

controversy. Some military action was taken to ensure that citizens did not go outside at some 

places, which also raised concern about the enforcement of human rights. Education is another 

thing which is having trouble during these times. Not all schools or universities have the ability to 

have an online class program for students to continue learning even at a distance from their homes. 

In conclusion, the Coronavirus pandemic has brought many obstacles that, maybe in the rush to 

overcome them made leaders and citizens alike leave the fundamental human rights aside, which is 

something that the UN has to deal with.  

 



 

 

Topic 1 Key Questions:  

● What was the relationship between the US and Iran like before the 1950s? 

● What has the relationship between the countries revolved around over time? (Commerce, 

tourism, technology, economic assistance, etc.) 

● What countries have positively influenced the state of the relationship of these countries? 

What countries have negatively influenced it? 

● What efforts have the respective leaders made to improve their relations? How effective 

were they? 

● Based on evidence from research, what do you think the relationship between these 

countries will be like in 5 to 10 years? 

● Propose a short-term plan of action to peacefully end hostilities between the countries in 

the following year. 

 

 

Topic 2 Key Questions:  

● What are human rights? What is their origin and purpose? 

● What human rights should be prioritized over others during a situation like the ongoing 

pandemic? 

● What countries or governments do you consider to have handled the coronavirus 

contingency the best, considering the importance of human rights? 

● What has been the response of the UN and other organizations to the violation of human 

rights because of the virus? 

● What was your country’s first response to the virus, and how did that response change over 

time? 

● Which countries or regions have been the most affected by the pandemic, and why do you 

think that is? 

● What would you have done in your country differently to protect the population from 

infections? 

 

List of countries in the commission  



The United States of America 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 

The Republic of China 

The Republic of Singapore 

The Commonwealth of Australia  

New Zealand 

The Republic of Turkey  

The Republic of Iraq 

Canada 

The United Mexican States  

The Republic of Colombia  

The Federative Republic of Brazil 

The Argentine Republic  

The Republic of Chile 

The Republic of El Salvador 

Hungary  

The Russian Federation  

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela  

The Republic of the Philippines  

The United Kingdom  

Ukraine  

The Syrian Arab Republic  

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


